Expression of Family Thanks

First, to Barbara and Michael

Who did everything possible – left no stone unturned, question unasked or option unexplored; that’s not much comfort now – but it may be in the future

Our hearts are broken for the two of you

To Stephen

Who was a perfect match as a potential bone marrow donor for Danny, which is fitting, because he’s been a perfect match as a brother

He sacrificed a lot of normalcy over the last 4+ years

To the rest of our family

Who offered and provided every form of support possible, especially to wonderful and loving aunts and uncles who came to help us at hospital and home

To our medical support team

Dr. Robert Cooper and the staff at the Kaiser Sunset facilities in LA

Dr. Ravi Patel and CBCC staff, especially to Betty Allingham, whom we all lovingly refer to as “Nurse Betty” – CBCC helped us immeasurably by supporting Danny’s treatment in BFL, saving countless trips to LA, always providing a professional, loving and caring environment

To some special friends of Dan’s

We can’t begin to name them all, but we want to say special thanks to Bob, Casey, Daniel and Drew

To some special friends of Stephen’s

Who have supported him and our family in truly remarkable ways, including Katrina, Allyson, Laura, Bob, Briony, Natalie, and Jessica  

To countless friends of Michael’s, Barbara’s, Sheri’s and mine 

For their generous and sincere support – for the cards, e-mails, letters, visits, phone calls, flowers, food, and the offer of every other kind of support imaginable, including the organization of the lobby display

To those who donated blood and platelets at any time since November 1997

You are special people who give the gift of life

To the students at Stockdale High

Who organized the wonderful tribute to Danny day before yesterday, and to those who contributed to the lobby display and the program for this memorial service

To Yuri Sakamaki, Dan’s Japanese language tutor

Who opened a wonderful door to a remarkable experience for Dan and our family

To teachers & staff at Laurelglen Elementary, Tevis Junior High & Stockdale High School

Especially Bill Chapman, Kim Van Horn and Bill Galloway, who came to our homes to teach and tutor. It’s hard for us to believe that this battle crossed over elementary, junior high and senior high school years

To understanding and caring employers and co-workers 

Who supported us at every step, especially Aera Energy, where Michael and I work, as well as the Bakersfield Heart Hospital and Weill Child Guidance Clinic where Barb worked early on in Danny’s illness

To Pastor Roger Poppen and LBC

Including Ruth Fitzgerald playing the piano and Ken Cross who will perform later, and all those who have helped with the family reception and the audio/visual presentations

To Greenlawn Southwest Mortuary and Hillcrest Memorial Park

For their help in dealing with difficult things at a difficult time

And finally, thanks to each and every one of you who has joined with us here today.  May God bless you.

