Danny Paul Klancher

May 27, 1987 – March 15, 2002

On March 15th, Danny Paul Klancher, 14, passed away peacefully at home surrounded by his family. For over four years, he fought leukemia with courage, determination and remarkable resilience.  Dan never saw himself as a victim and refused to be identified by this horrible disease.  At the end of his life, his primary concern was for the sadness his passing would bring to his family.  He told his family that he did not fear death and with a simple, but pure, faith, he decided, “God must want me.”

Danny was born and raised in Bakersfield and attended Laurelglen Elementary, Tevis Junior High and Stockdale High School, where he was a freshman.  Before getting ill, he loved baseball, soccer and football, and rooted faithfully for his hapless Buffalo Bills.  After being diagnosed, Dan’s attention turned to other interests, including music, computer games and attending “LAN” parties with his brother.  But, without question, his primary interest became all things Japanese, including many forms of Japanese anime and the college-level study of the Japanese language.  This interest culminated in a thrilling two-week vacation to Tokyo, Kyoto, Nara, Hemiji, and Hiroshima, Japan, in the summer of 2001, which he declared to be the highlight of his life.  Danny’s desire was to one day work for the U. S. State Department and to be a diplomat posted in Japan.  There’s no doubt that he would have done so if he had been given the opportunity.  Ever the willing traveler, he also enjoyed his family “road trips” to Canada, Washington, Oregon, Utah, Colorado, Arizona, Nevada, North Carolina and Texas.

Dan lived his life with joy and high energy, never passing up an opportunity to talk non-stop if anyone even appeared to be listening.  He was an intelligent, articulate and mature young man, who genuinely blessed the lives of all who knew him well.  Simply saying that he will be missed is saying far too little about his place in our world.

Danny is survived by his parents, Michael Klancher and Barbara Reid; stepparents, Sheri Klancher and Jonathan Reid; brother, Stephen; half-sister, Madison; step-sisters and step-brothers, Jennifer Reid, Jody Oliver, Joshua Reid, Justin Reid, Jacey Reid and Justin Rubel; grandparents, Laddie and Josephine Klancher and Robert and Edith Beckage; and by his aunts, uncles and cousins in his beloved Texas clan.  He also leaves behind his most loyal friend, Sammy (aka, “Sambino”). 

A memorial service will be held at Laurelglen Bible Church at 3:30PM, on Wednesday, March 20, 2002.  Internment will follow at Hillcrest Cemetery.  In lieu of flowers, the family requests that memorial donations be made to the Make-A-Wish Foundation or the CBCC Wellness Foundation.

